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TO  THE 


TIVERTON 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1946. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA. 

Area.  114,139  Acres. 

Population  estimated  19,980. 

Rateable  Value,  £74,794. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate,  £324  6s.  4d. 

Social  Conditions.  Agriculture  being  the  chief  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants,  conditions  are  on  the  whole  good. 

Slaughtering  Industries. 

Government  Slaughterhouse,  Tiverton  Junction. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR. 


Live  ) 
Births  i 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total. 

349 

28 

M. 

184 

9 

F. 

165 

19 

iBirth  Rate  per  1000 
J  the  population — :18*8 

Stillbirths... 

11 

7 

1 

4 

j 

Rate  per  1000  total 
-  (live  and  still-births ^ 
births — 29T 

Deaths 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

221 

94 

127 

J 

Crude  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  ponulation — 
llr6 

Deaths  from  diseases  &  accidents)  from  sepsis  Nil. 

of  pregnancy  &  child-birth  J  ,,  other  causes  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  28‘3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25‘7 


Illegitimate  infants  deaths  under  one 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
Cancer... 


> ) 


) } 


j  > 


tf 
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Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

33 


Statistics  for  England  and  Wales. 

\ 

Births  per  1,000  of  population 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


i  Live  17T 
j  Still  *46 

...  11-5 

43 


Excessive  Mortality  during  the  Year. 


Nil. 

The  Birth  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  for  many  yearp. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 


THE  AREA. 

1.  Nursing  in  the  Home.  No  change. 

2.  Number  of  Midwives  practising  in  the  Area.  The 

District  Nurses  of  which  there  are  16  act  in  this 
capacity. 

3.  Laboratory  Facilities.  Clinical  material  is  examined 

at  the  County  Laboratories  as  before. 

4.  Legislation  in  Force.  There  has  been  no  major  change 

during  the  past  year  with  regard  to  Legislation  in 
Force  throughout  the  Area. 

5.  The  Tiverton  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  position  in  the  above  is  unsatisfactory.  There  is 
a  chronic  shortage  of  staff  which  seriously  limits  the 
usefulness  of  the  Institution.  Should  an  Epidemic 
occur  it  would  be  impossible  to  apply  satisfactory 
measure  for  isolation. 

i 

General  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases  are  sent  to  the 
Tiverton  and  District  Hospital  or  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital.  These  have  always  proved  adequate 
in  accommodation. 

Maternity  Cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  usually  are 
admitted  to  the  Tiverton  &  District  Hospital.  Admis¬ 
sions  have  to  be  limited  owing  to  danger  of  over¬ 
crowding.  Many  patients  are  turned  away. 
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INOCULATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 


It  is  calculated  that  between  the  years  1938  to  1945 
1431  children  under  5  have  been  fully  immunised. 

2835  between  the  ages  5  to  15. 

This  makes  a  total  of  4266. 

Between  the  years  1929  to  1938  4000  schoolchildren 
were  immunised.  Thus  since  its  inauguration  in  the  district, 
a  total  of  8266  children  have  been  protected  against 
Diphtheria  for  the  first  time. 

Re-inoculations  130. 


SCABIES. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  has  declined  during  the  year. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 

Water  Supplies  generally  have  been  very  satisfactory,  no 
reports  of  shortage  have  been  received.  Samples  have  been 
taken  for  analysis  and  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Extensions  to  the  Regional  Water  Scheme  are  being 
considered  in  the  following  Parishes: 

Cullompton,  Uffculme,  Burlescombe,  Uplowman,  Whitnage, 
Hele,  Silverton  and  Thorverton. 

Shop  Act.  No  action  taken. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  taken. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Disposal  of  Sewage  throughout  the  District  is  fairly 
satisfactory  although  there  is  need  for  improvement. 


Schemes  are  urgently  required  for  Bampton,  Gulmstock, 
Hemyock,  Ashill,  Kentisbeare,  Sampford  Peverell  and  Willand. 

Investigations  are  being  made  to  ascertain  if  it  is  possible 
to  deal  with  a  good  number  of  Villages  by  means  of  a 
Regional  Scheme,  and  eliminate  the  maintenance  of  small 
disposal  works. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  in  24  Parishes  and  is  dealt  with  by 
controlled  tipping  at  Gaddon  Down,  Uffculme.  The  present 
scheme  is  very  satisfactory  but  improvements  could  be  effected 
and  more  Parishes  included. 

Schools. 

The  general  condition  and  sanitation  of  schools  are 
satisfactory. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Houses  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  9 

Nuisances  from  Cesspools  and  Waste  Deposits  ...  15 

Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 

Year  ...  ...  ...  ...  738 

Number  of  Inspections — Cowsheds  ...  ...  98 

,,  ,,  Dairies  ...  ...  18 

Milk  Samples  Taken  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Bakehouse  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  17 

Shops  and  Food  Stores  ..  ..  ...  36 

Slaughterhouse  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  516 

Inspection  of  Butchers  and  Other  Shops  ...  ...  40 

,,  ,,  Hide  Stores  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  Carcases  Examined  ...  ...  ...20,911 

Amount  of  Unsound  Meat  ...  ...  77  tons  7  cwts. 

Inspection  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  8 

Disinfections — Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  23 

',,  Verminous  ..  ...  ...  10 

Knacker  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Nuisances  and  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  126 

Rats  and  Mice  ....  ...  ...  ...  36 
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Form  572. 


1. — INSPECTION  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

7 

1 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

17 

1 

Nil 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  1.  This  was  not 
complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


io 


HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  ( a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) ...  ...  1063 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1260 

(2)  (aj  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Eegulations,  1925  ...  ...  895 

(bj  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  947 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  40 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head, 
and  found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  855 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  53 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  (work  in  hand)  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  3 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  order  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act  of  1936  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  houses  of  a  rateable  value  of 
under  £16,  for  sanitary  defects,  continued  throughout  the 
year.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  considerable 
progress  was  made. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 


fa)  Milk  Supply. 

Owing  to  the  short  supply  of  both  materials  and  labour 
during  the  year,  the  progress  made  in  the  renovation  of 
cowsheds  has  been  slow.  The  farms  at  which  T.T.  or 
Accredited  Milk  is  produced  have  received  special  consider¬ 
ation,  and  Building  Licences  for  repairs  allowed. 
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Milk  Sampling  is  now  carried  out  by  the  Devon  County 
Council,  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

fb)  Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  Regulations  and  Slaughterhouses  (R.  D.  G.J  Order,  1924. 

Only  the  slaughterhouse  at  Tiverton  Junction  has  been  in 
use  during  the  year. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  work  of  meat 
inspection.  All  carcases  and  offal  have  been  inspected  at  the 
time,  or  just  after,  slaughter. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  need  of  cleaning  the 
premises  from  time  to  time.  This  has  been  carried  out,  and 
no  Formal  Notice  has  been  required  to  be  served. 

Minor  repairs  to  the  premises  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  action  has  been  needed  under  the  above  Act.  The 
electroleather  is  used  for  the  stunning  of  sheep  and  pigs,  and 
the  Cash  Captive  Bolt  for  bullocks  and  calves. 

fcj  Adulteration. — No  action  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 
No  Action  taken. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 
year  1946  giving  age  incidence. 


Under 

1  Year. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Whoop¬ 

ing 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Pneu¬ 

monia. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Para 

Typhoid. 

Dysen¬ 

tery. 

(Sonne) 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Menin¬ 

gitis. 

0- 

-  1 

_ 

4 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1—  3 

3 

1 

9 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—  5 

1 

1 

12 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

9 

— 

22 

39 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10- 

-15 

2 

— 

1 

13 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15- 

-20 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20- 

-25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—30 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30- 

-35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

Total 

17 

2 

48 

75 

11 

4 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  4  cases. 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

.Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

45 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  up 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

i4 


All  the  above  deaths  have  been  notified  according  to  the 
Regulations. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925.  No  action  was  taken. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62.  No  action 
was  taken. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  Council  for  their 
help  during  this  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

G.  NICHOLSON. 
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